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Synopsis

Led by this guide, locals and visitors alike will discover offbeat attractions such as the Old Monroe
Courthouse, historic Heritage Park,A A the Boll Weevil Monument, and the Slick
LizardA A Smokehouse.A A
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Customer Reviews

Tired of the same old tourist traps? Take the road less traveled and discover the hidden attractions,
unique finds, and unusual locales other guidebooks just don't offer. Off the Beaten PathA A®
features the things you’d want to see-if only you knew about them! From the best in local dining to
quirky cultural tidbits, you'll say over and over again: "I didn’t know that!"Discover a different side of
the Yellowhammer State. Stand in the spot where the "Mother of the Civil Rights Movement" was
arrested and where the Montgomery bus boycott began. Shop for butter churns and collie puppies
at one of the South’s oldest and largest "trade days." Or cheer on your favorite footless friend in the
world’s only rattlesnake race. So if you've "been there, done that" one too many times, get off the

main road and venture Off the Beaten Path.

Gay N. Martin has won more than 30 writing awards for fiction and nonfiction in state, regional, and

national competitions. She resides in Albertville, Alabama.

Awesome book! Fast service



| love this product. | have used it several times and it has worked perfectly. | would reccomend this

to a friend, and | would definately buy another one.

| found so many exciting things to see and do in Alabama thanks to this book that | decided to take

a vacation there. | also really enjoyed the author’s style and insights.

Very good book, nice to see all the things we have here in Alabama. Good book to have to plan a

vacation.

We have used this book extensively and turned up all kinds of hidden treasures and places.

"Off the Beaten Path" describes not just the book but - as far as tourism is concerned - arguably the
entire state of Alabama. It doesn’t have any of America’s great or historic cities, spectacular
mountains or collections of theme parks and while it does have beautiful beaches, so do the
neighbouring states and they’re easier to get to. Consequently, the mainstream travel guides devote
little space to the Yellowhammer State.However, there is a lot to see and do in Alabama and much
of it is contained in the 180 pages of Gay Martin’s guidebook. It should fill the gap in the market the
big guides have left and the disappointing thing is that it could so easily be exactly what is needed -
but the gap between what it is and what it could be is critical. | took the guide with me during a
week’s holiday in Alabama and found it frustratingly difficult to use.One of the great things about
Alabama as a place to visit is precisely that it is off the beaten track: it's wonderfully authentic and
this shines through in the recommendations. You get the Alabama the people there live in - the
restaurants and cafes they use, for example - and so much the better: this is the real South. There’s
advice on things to see and do in even the most apparently unexceptional of towns, never mind
places that would merit much greater attention were they in a more fashionable tourist area. Hidden
gems abound and it all comes with a lot more description than would be found in a conventional
guide.Unfortunately, all this was undermined by the book’s structure. As is usual for a travel guide,
it's broken down geographically, into five regions. Each of these is further sub-divided, though not
by county. The big problem is that the book then becomes almost exclusively narrative; it has more
the feel of a travelogue than travel guide. There are no maps, no photos (there are sketches
instead), and directions are brief and usually limited to one approach. There are bare lists of places

to eat or stay at the end of each chapter but these then have to be cross-referenced to find out



about them.If the reader intends to follow the book as a literal guide - from place to place - that won’t
be too much of a problem; likewise, if he or she has access to a good sat-nav or set of maps (and a
navigator), they should be OK. | had neither which made it way harder than it need have been to
find the highlighted attractions. In fact, after a while, | gave up and either used other sources or
serendipity.The publisher is Insiders’ Guide. As an outsider, that's exactly how it came across.
There’s no doubt it contains a fine repository of information but unless you’re familiar with the area,
you'll need to do additional research each time you use it to get the best out. At the very least, you'll
need some better way of finding the places it's describing.l’'ve given it three stars. On one level,
that’s generous because in isolation it's only worth two due to the difficulty in using it. However, it is
a very informative starting point and taken on that basis and with the knowledge that it is only a
starting point, it's a worthwhile buy.
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